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1540, sec. 417(c)(1), Domestic Volunteer Serv-
ice Act (42 U.S.C. 5057(c)(1)).

SOURCE: 49 FR 38939, Oct. 2, 1984, unless 
otherwise noted.

§ 305.1 Purpose and general guideline. 
This subpart states the requirements 

for eligibility for Peace Corps Volun-
teer service and the factors considered 
in the assessment and selection of eli-
gible applicants for training and serv-
ice. In selecting individuals for Peace 
Corps Volunteer service under this sub-
part, as required by section 5(a) of the 
Peace Corps Act, as amended, ‘‘no po-
litical test shall be required to be 
taken into consideration, nor shall 
there be any discrimination against 
any person on account of race, sex, 
creed, or color.’’ Further, in accord-
ance with section 417(c)(1) of the Do-
mestic Volunteer Service Act, as 
amended (42 U.S.C. 5057 (c)(1)) the non-
discrimination policies and authorities 
set forth in section 717 of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. 2000e–16), 
title V of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 
(29 U.S.C. 791 et seq.) and the Age Dis-
crimination Act of 1975 (42 U.S.C. 6101 
et seq.), are also applicable to the se-
lection, placement, service and termi-
nation of Peace Corps Volunteers.

§ 305.2 Eligibility. 
In addition to those skills, personal 

attributes and aptitudes required for 
available Volunteer assignments, the 
following are the basic requirements 
that an applicant must satisfy in order 
to receive an invitation to train for 
Peace Corps Volunteer service. 

(a) Citizenship. The applicant must be 
a citizen of the United States or have 
made arrangements satisfactory to the 
Office of Marketing, Recruitment, 
Placement and Staging (MRPS) and 
the Office of General Counsel (D/GC) to 
be naturalized prior to taking the oath 
prescribed for enrollment as a Peace 
Corps Volunteer. (See section 5[a] of 
the Peace Corps Act, as amended). 

(b) Age. The applicant must be at 
least 18 years old. 

(c) Medical status. The applicant 
must, with reasonable accommodation, 
have the physical and mental capacity 
required of a Volunteer to perform the 
essential functions of the Peace Corps 
Volunteer assignment for which he or 

she is otherwise eligible, and be able to 
complete an agreed upon tour of serv-
ice, ordinarily two years, without un-
reasonable disruption due to health 
problems. In determining what is a rea-
sonable accommodation, the Peace 
Corps may take into account the ade-
quacy of local medical facilities. In de-
termining whether an accommodation 
would impose an undue hardship on the 
operation of the Peace Corps, factors to 
be considered include: (1) The overall 
size of the Peace Corps program with 
respect to the number of employees 
and/or Volunteers, size of budget, and 
size and composition of staff at post of 
assignment, (2) the nature and cost of 
the accommodation, and (3) the capac-
ity of the host country agency to which 
the applicant would be assigned to pro-
vide any special accommodation nec-
essary for the applicant to carry out 
the assignment. 

(d) Legal status. The applicant must 
not be on parole or probation to any 
court or have any court established or 
acknowledged financial or other legal 
obligation which, in the opinion of D/
GC and MRPS, cannot be satisfied or 
postponed during the period of Peace 
Corps service. 

(e) Intelligence background. In accord-
ance with longstanding Peace Corps 
policy, prior employment by any agen-
cy of the United States Government, 
civilian or military, or division of such 
an agency, whose exclusive or principle 
function is the performance of intel-
ligence activities; or engaging in intel-
ligence activities or related work may 
disqualify a person from eligibility for 
Peace Corps service. See section 611 of 
the Peace Corps Manual. 

(f) Marital status. (1) Ordinarily, if an 
applicant is married or intends to 
marry prior to Peace Corps service, 
both husband and wife must apply and 
qualify for assignment at the same lo-
cation. Exceptions to this rule will be 
considered by the Office of Volunteer 
Placement (MRPS/P) under the fol-
lowing conditions: 

(2)(i) Unaccompanied married appli-
cant. In order to qualify for consider-
ation for Peace Corps service, a mar-
ried applicant whose spouse does not 
wish to accompany him/her overseas 
must provide the Office of Placement 
(MRPS/P) with a notarized letter from
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